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natural stream or natural water course, by virtue of a water permit from
the State or certified filing authorizing the appropriation of public
waters, riparian right, prescriptive right, or otherwise, shall file with
the Texas Water Rights Commission or its successor a statement, on
forms to be furnished by the Commission upon request, containing such
information on water use for the preceding year as the Commission or
its successor may require as necessary to aid in the administration of
the water laws of the State and the inventorying of the water resources,
in addition to such information as may be required to be kept by the pro-
visions of Article 7611, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925. Pro-
vided, however, that with the exception of public utilities and political
subdivisions furnishing water for municipal uses, nothing in this Act
shall require the filing of any information with the Commission or its
successor where water is taken solely for domestic or stock-raising pur-
poses. Provided, further, if the water reported as being used by a ri-
parian owner is not all of the water which the riparian user has the
right to use, the amount reported shall in no way limit the right of the
riparian user to use all of the water which he has a right to use."

Sec. 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condi-
tion of the calendars in both houses, create an emergency and an im-
perative public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requiring bills to
be read on three several days is hereby suspended, and that this Act take
effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed by the House on May 8, 1969: Yeas 146, Nays 0; passed by
the Senate on May 22, 1969: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 10, 1969.
Effective June 10, 1969.

WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION-FRESH WATER SUPPLY
DISTRICTS-FEASIBILITY INVESTIGATION

CHAPTER 563 15

H. B. No. 1139

An Act requiring the Texas Water Rights Commission or its designated agents
to investigate the feasibility of fresh water supply district projects financed
by bond issues; containing a severability clause; and declaring an emer-
gency.

B( it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
Section 1. The Texas Water Rights Commission shall be and is con-

stituted a commission to investigate and report upon the organization and
feasibility of all fresh water supply districts created pursuant to Article
7881, et seq., Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, which shall issue bonds
under the provisions thereof. All such districts desiring to issue
bonds for any purpose shall submit in writing to the commission an ap-
plication for investigation, together with a copy of the engineer's report
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and a copy of data, profiles, maps, plans, and specifications prepared in
connection therewith. The commission or its designated agents shall ex-
amine same and shall visit the project and carefully inspect the same
and may ask for and shall be supplied with additional data and informa-
tion requisite to a reasonable and careful investigation of the project
and proposed improvements. They shall file in their office in writing
their suggestions for changes and improvement and furnish a copy there-
of to the board of directors of such district. If the commission shall
finally approve or refuse to approve such project, or the issuance of
bonds for such improvements, they shall make a full written report there-
on, file same in their office and furnish a copy of same to the board of
directors of said district. During the course of construction of such
project and improvements, no substantial alterations shall be made in the
plans and specifications without the approval of the commission. The
commission or its designated agent shall have full authority to in-
spect the works of improvement at any time during construction to de-
termine if the project is being constructed in accordance with the
plans and specifications approved by the commission. In the event the
commission finds that the project is not being constructed in accord-
ance with the approved plans and specifications, then the commission
immediately shall notify in writing by certified mail each member of the
board of directors of such water district and its manager, if there be one.
If, within 10 days after the notice is mailed, the directors of the district
do not take steps to insure that the project is being constructed in
accordance with the approved plans and specifications, the commission
shall give written notice of that fact to the attorney general. When the
attorney general receives this notice, he may bring an action for injunc-
tive relief, or he may bring quo warranto proceedings against the
directors. Venue for either of these actions is exclusively in the District
Court of Travis County. "Designated agent," as used in this section
shall mean any licensed engineer selected by the commission to perform
the functions as specified herein.

Sec. 2. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any
person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or application of this Act which can be given effect with-
out the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of
this Act are declared to be severable.

Sec. 3. The pressing public demand for legislation to modify certain
features of the present law governing fresh water supply districts creates
an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the Constitutional
Rule requiring bills to be read in each House on three several days be
suspended, and said Rule is hereby suspended, and this Act shall take
effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed by the House on May 16, 1969, by a non-record vote; passed by
the Senate on May 22, 1969: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 10, 1969.
Effective Sept. 1, 1969, 90 days after date of adjournment.
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